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It will not take more time to obtain this Jesus Before The Gospels: How The Earliest Christians
Remembered, Changed, And Invented Their Stories Of The Savior By Bart D. Ehrman It won't take more
cash to print this book Jesus Before The Gospels: How The Earliest Christians Remembered, Changed, And
Invented Their Stories Of The Savior By Bart D. Ehrman Nowadays, people have actually been so wise to
make use of the innovation. Why do not you utilize your gizmo or other device to conserve this downloaded
soft file publication Jesus Before The Gospels: How The Earliest Christians Remembered, Changed, And
Invented Their Stories Of The Savior By Bart D. Ehrman This method will certainly allow you to constantly
be come with by this publication Jesus Before The Gospels: How The Earliest Christians Remembered,
Changed, And Invented Their Stories Of The Savior By Bart D. Ehrman Naturally, it will certainly be the
ideal close friend if you read this book Jesus Before The Gospels: How The Earliest Christians Remembered,
Changed, And Invented Their Stories Of The Savior By Bart D. Ehrman till completed.

Review
“Ehrman provides an intriguing overview of memory studies and introduces readers to a variety of important
pioneers and studies. . . . Ehrman concludes that ‘the historical Jesus did not make history; the remembered
Jesus did.’ An intriguing new angle on the well-worn field of ‘historical Jesus’ studies.” (Kirkus Review)

“An intriguing and entertaining take on the formation of the Gospels.” (Library Journal)

“With his typical humor, passion, and vivacity, Ehrman explores the ways that memory shapes, distorts,
changes, and preserves the stories of Jesus passed along by the Christian community. Ehrman’s provocative
book raises engaging questions that drive readers back to the sources of our information about Jesus.”
(Publishers Weekly)

“One can see why Ehrman is so widely known and respected by so many people. Here Ehrman takes a
completely different approach from his previous books. This book is a new approach to the study of the
beginnings of Christianity.” (Association for Mormon Letters)

”Jesus Before the Gospels is a scholarly yet readable study of Jesus and the Gospels. Ehrman’s scholarship
remains unmatched. Ehrman unveils several unexplored aspects of the life of Jesus and the Gospels.
Everybody with an interest in Christianity and religion in general will find this fascinating book useful.”
(Washington Book Review)

“With Jesus Before the Gospels, Bart D. Ehrman has written a thought-provoking book prompted by his
interest as a historian in the various traditions about Jesus. Enjoyable to read ” (America Magazine)



“Our secular culture continues to be profoundly impacted by biblical influences - including fundamentalist
biblical influences - and this controversial book raises some important questions.” (State of Belief Radio)

“Why buy this book if you’ve already got lots of volumes about Jesus? This book is something new. You’ll
discover people in this book that you would never encounter in other religious books. There’s nothing like
this 300-page exploration of our earliest human memories of Jesus.” (Read The Spirit)

“Ehrman is one of the foremost voices in the historical Jesus debates. In this, the latest of a long list of
influential books, he combines his ideas about Jesus with cutting-edge research from cognitive psychology,
cultural anthropology, and sociology. He more than succeeds in achieving his goal. Highly recommended.”
(Spirit Connection NY)

“Author Bart Ehrman tackles a central question for scholars of the New Testament-- the accuracy of the
text.” (NPR's Interfaith Voices)

“In his latest book, controversial New Testament scholar Bart Ehrman applies new scientific understanding
of how memory works to the gospels.” (WYPR)

“Were the authors of the gospels who told fanciful stories about Jesus making stuff up, or did they have
faulty memories, or both? Bart Ehrman, one the most renowned and controversial religious scholars in the
world, tackles the issue of Jesus and memory.” (Progressive Spirit Podcast)

“Ehrman is known to his legion of readers as a scholar who has spent his academic career debunking long-
held assumptions of traditional Christian belief. Jesus Before the Gospels applies contemporary memory
science to the oral traditions of the early Christians.” (Religion News Service)

“A fascinating look at how memory affects the stories we tell and even our recollection of history.”
(Arkansas Democrat-Gazette)

“No one makes it easier to study the Bible than Ehrman. Jesus Before the Gospels is essential. Ehrman
presents a much needed, brilliant argument-one that challenges unsubstantiated assumptions about the
reliability of the Gospels.” (David Kyle Johnson, PsychologyToday.com's 'A Logical Take' blog)

From the Back Cover

The bestselling author of Misquoting Jesus, one of the most renowned and controversial Bible scholars in the
world today examines oral tradition and its role in shaping the stories about Jesus we encounter in the New
Testament—and ultimately in our understanding of Christianity.

Throughout much of human history, our most important stories were passed down orally—including the
stories about Jesus before they became written down in the Gospels. In this fascinating and deeply
researched work, leading Bible scholar Bart D. Ehrman investigates the role oral history has played in the
New Testament—how the telling of these stories not only spread Jesus’ message but helped shape it.

A master explainer of Christian history, texts, and traditions, Ehrman draws on a range of disciplines,
including psychology and anthropology, to examine the role of memory in the creation of the Gospels.
Explaining how oral tradition evolves based on the latest scientific research, he demonstrates how the act of
telling and retelling impacts the story, the storyteller, and the listener—crucial insights that challenge our
typical historical understanding of the silent period between when Jesus lived and died and when his stories
began to be written down.



As he did in his previous books on religious scholarship, debates on New Testament authorship, and the
existence of Jesus of Nazareth, Ehrman combines his deep knowledge and meticulous scholarship in a
compelling and eye-opening narrative that will change the way we read and think about these sacred texts.

About the Author

Bart D. Ehrman is one of the most renowned and controversial Bible scholars in the world today. He is the
James A. Gray Distinguished Professor of Religious Studies at the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill,
and is the author of more than twenty books, including the New York Times bestsellers How Jesus Became
God; Misquoting Jesus; God’s Problem; Jesus, Interrupted; and Forged. He has appeared on Dateline NBC,
The Daily Show with Jon Stewart, CNN, History, and top NPR programs, as well as been featured in TIME,
the New York Times, The Washington Post, The New Yorker, and other publications. He lives in Durham,
North Carolina. Visit the author online at www.bartdehrman.com.
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40 of 43 people found the following review helpful.
Social science inspired view of the bible
By Harald Groven
"Jesus Before the Gospels" may not be Bart Ehrman's best book so far, but it is certainly his most original. In
his earlier works, he explained contradictions between - and within - 27 books of the New Testament by
careful analysis of the textual sources from antiquity. In "Jesus Before the Gospels" Ehrman steps outside the
200 year old academic discipline of source criticism in which he perfected, and interpret Christianity's based
on insights and research from psychology, ethnology, social anthropology and cultural history.

Ehrman explains why the gospels are far from modern biographies which should not be taken as face value:
"the disciples of Jesus did not actually write the Gospels. The disciples were lower-class, illiterate peasants
who spoke Aramaic, Jesus’s own language. The Gospels, on the other hand, were written by highly educated
Greek-speaking Christians forty to sixty-five years later. The stories had been in circulation for decades, not
simply among disciples who allegedly memorized Jesus’s words and deeds, but also among all sorts of
people, most of whom had never laid eyes on an eyewitness or even on anyone else who had. And so, just as
there is no evidence that Jesus’s followers memorized his teachings, the idea that everyone throughout
Christendom telling stories about Jesus had memorized them is beyond belief"



But how can our modern knowledge on how stories change when they are retold for decades?
"We know in fact that they were changed, because we can compare different accounts of the same words or
activities of Jesus and find discrepancies. Yet other accounts are historically implausible, and so appear to
have been created in the years of transmission as people recounted what they had heard about the life of their
Savior." Ehrman cites many interesting interdisciplinary examples as well as classic studies from a broad
range of fields in support for his view. Ehrman also tries to explain how social groups remember, as opposed
to how individuals remember stories:
"From that point on, as more members of a group recount this distorted memory, the other members of the
group—even if they either distinctly think that the memory is wrong or don’t remember it — feel
considerable social pressure to agree with everyone else."

The early Christians "... told stories that remembered Jesus’s past in light of the community’s present. These
may have been “distorted” memories in the sense that—for the form critics—they involved words and deeds
that did not actually go back to the historical Jesus. But they were valuable memories nonetheless, and no
less real to the people who held and shared them than recollections that actually were rooted in the life of the
historical Jesus"

When writing about a subject like New Testamant history, repetitions are unavoidable. If you have read
Ehrman's earlier works, you will recognize more than half of the repeated from earlier works. (This is the
reason I give it 4 not 5 stars). There may be decades between each time new and important written source
may be discovered. Finding support from social science for writing about history gives new perspectives.
Other fields of history has gained significantly from methods from social history, ever since historians of the
"annales-school" started this movement of memory history more than fifty years ago.

Of Ehrman's books my favouries are "How Jesus became god" and "The New Testament: A Historical
Introduction to the Early Christian Writings". The newest book "How Jesus Became God: The Exaltation of
a Jewish Preacher from Galilee" is great, but not as excellent as these.

82 of 91 people found the following review helpful.
In the beginning
By Hande Z
In a way, this book may be said to be dedicated to those who claim that the Gospels of the Bible are true
because they are based on eyewitness reports for it was because of that claim that Bart Ehrman pursued his
studies that led to this book. Jesus the man died about 30 CE. Written accounts of his life appeared more than
40 years after that; there were only oral accounts prior to that. So, Ehrman writes, 'When it comes to Jesus,
all we have are memories...Memories written after the fact. Long after the fact. Memories written by people
who were not actually there to observe him...They are memories of later authors who had heard about Jesus
from others, who were telling what they had heard from others, who were telling what they had heard from
yet others. They are memories of memories of memories'.

Since this is an examination of memories, Ehrman provides a chapter on the study of memory and the act of
recollection. In that chapter he explains up-to-date studies in psychology and science, explaining the
concepts of 'episodic' and 'semantic' memory, and the way our brains use these modes of recollection.
Ehrman discusses the types of Jesus stories. There are some stories that recur. They all have the same form
but differ only in the details. For example, there are the healing stories in which a sick person goes to Jesus
and asks to be healed. Jesus talks to him or touches him, and the sick man is cured. He discusses the origin of
the oral precedents to such stories.

Ehrman also discusses the Gospels, beginning with the reminder that 'all four are completely anonymous'. He



studies them with reference to a much ignored authority, namely, Papias. He examines how the names
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John came to be attributed to the gospels. He proceeds to discuss the making or
construction of the memories of Jesus, and the significance of other writings such as the Gospel of Thomas;
and the significance of Biblical interpretation - not just what the words might mean but also why some early
writings were deemed heretical and others to be true gospel.

This is a book that should appeal to theologians, philosophers, lay church goers, and non-believers alike.

17 of 19 people found the following review helpful.
thinly developed
By Tracy Cramer Austin, Texas
As someone who has learned a great deal from Bart Ehrman's books and lectures, I must say I found this
book rather thin. His presentation of the idea that the stories of Jesus that came to be incorporated into the
Gospels were shaped by the then present life situations and needs of the communities that the story tellers
came from, is clear enough. His presentations of studies of the ways modern psychology, sociology and
anthropology have shown how memories are formed, were also very clear. My problem was that he then
only very thinly applies this in any rigorous and systematic way to the stories of Jesus. Instead, he regularly
reasserts his thesis at the expense of its development through its application to what I thought what was
supposed to be his main subject: the stories of Jesus before the Gospels were written. He has far better books
out than this one, most importantly that of How Jesus Became God. How Jesus Became God: The Exaltation
of a Jewish Preacher from Galilee

See all 96 customer reviews...
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